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1926] WILSON, THUJA ORIENTALIS LINNAEUS

Dr. Carl TenBroeck of the Peking Union Medical College, writing

under date of January 27, 1926, gives the following data gathered by one

of his assistants from a book, Ju Hsia Chiu WenK’oa (Old Stories Under

the Sun), published about 1800 which is really a collection of references

to Peking gathered from old literature:

“There is a definite record of the establishment of the Confucian Temple

in the Kin dynasty 1151. There is a further record of various improvements

being made about 1434 and a definite statement of 20 trees being planted

at this time. The trees there are evidently of two ages and it is possible

that the older trees were planted soon after the establishment of the

temple. We cannot, however, make a definite statement about this.

We have not found any record of when the trees were planted in the

Central Park. Kublai Khan, 1279, built palaces and parks and these were

rebuilt by Yung Lo shortly after 1400. Just when the trees were planted

we cannot say. The first record of the Temple of Heaven that my man

has found shows that it was erected by the Kins about 1200. There is

a definite record of its having been rebuilt and enlarged the alterations

being completed in 1395 at which time Pines and Cypress (Thuja) were

planted.”

In the past many cities have occupied the present site of Peking. The

Hanlin or Imperial Academy was established there about A. D. 755.

The Sung dynasty, which lasted from A. D. 970 to 1260, was driven from

Peking in 1118 by the Tartars who established themselves there as the Kin

dynasty, only to be driven out by the Mongols in 1234. The famous

Emperor Kublai Khan made Peking his capital in 1264 and there the

great Venetian, Marco Polo, served him as Advisory Minister.

Through the kindness of Dr. W. T. Councilman, the Arnold Arboretum

is in possession of a fine set of photographs of these ancient Thuja trees

in Peking and this collection has been supplemented by some excellent

photographs generously presented by Dr. TenBroeck who also supplies

measurements taken with a surveying instrument. The largest tree

photographed by Dr. TenBroeck stands in Central Park and measures

47 ft. 4 inches in height with a trunk 18 ft. inches in girth at breast

height and a crown spreading 48 ft. One in the Confucian Temple is 41

ft. 10 inches in height with a trunk 16 ft. 1 inch in girth and a crown

spreading 45 ft. 6 inches. Another in the grounds of the Temple of Heaven

is 46 ft. 7 inches in height, with a trunk 12 ft. 6 inches in girth, and a crown

spreading 47 ft. 8 inches. The tallest tree measured by Dr. TenBroeck

is in Central Park and stands 51 ft. 6 inches high with a trunk 14 ft. 3

inches at breast height. One of Dr. Councilman’s pictures shows a tree

larger than any of the above, but, unfortunately, no measurements are

given. These ancient trees have enormous, massive, contorted branches

spreading horizontally and forming open, flattened, rounded crowns.

The trunks are clothed with fibrous fissured bark, gray without and red-

brown within, and some of them are richly embellished with large and small
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